With such broad agendas and only about ten pages allotted for each essay, it is impossible for any of the individual authors to offer a comprehensive review of his or her chosen subject. However, what the essays do offer in aggregate is a remarkable mosaic of thought-provoking, often very personal ideas regarding ars moriendi in the past and present, here and elsewhere.
pose. On the one hand, they may help the reader understand and empathize with how patients from different cultural backgrounds may think about death. This, however, does not appear to be the primary goal. The manifestly larger purpose for these essays is to provide perspectives on how, despite the secular nature of our times, we might nevertheless as a society try to frame death in terms different from mere termination.
Overall, Facing Death is a beautiful anthology about a serious subject. Its purpose is not to provide answers, but to show us where we have been in our thinking about death, and to urge us to consider death more deeply, not simply as a medical event, but as an integral part of life. I hope it attains wide readership both inside and outside the medical profession.
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